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             Marriage Works of Harford

                     Coalition Meeting

                          August 9, 2011
Attendees
Neil Tilton 

Our Father’s Heart
Norma Tilton 

Our Father’s Heart
Howard Magness
Higher Together
Paulina Baublitz
Mt. Zion Church

Tara Lantieri

Harford Community Church

Marie Dekowski
Saint Margaret Parish
Joy Duke

Riverside Community Church

Larry Hinton

FACE-IT Coalition & New Hope Baptist

Flora Hinton

New Hope Baptist
Welcome and Opening Comments:
Norma welcomed everyone and reminded us why we exist: to promote life-long, healthy marriage through collaboration, education and resources to restore hope and transform our community. She continues to pray for our each of us to be strong to do this crucial work.

Opening Prayer [image: image2.png]


was offered by Norma Tilton
Meeting Opener by Norma Tilton

Norma read excerpts (for discussion) from an article called Realistic Expectations by Susan Reimer that was published in the Baltimore Sun on Aug. 1, 2001.

Current Priorities for Marriage Works – August 9th – September 6th
· Follow-up and support for Boys and Girls Club and those currently getting certified to teach Love Thinks

· Janice to set date for parents meeting re: “Love Thinks” training in Harford County Public Schools and look into funding for the Parent Books
· Norma to meet with Carol Taylor on Aug 16th for the Faith Based Resource Fair, Pastors Breakfast on Sept. 13th
· Follow up with James Reilly, Clerk of the Court, for Sept 13th Pastors Breakfast and prepare for this event.
· Confer with Mr. Reilly to set the date for the political meeting with legislators, him and Marriage Works.
· Support and promote Love Worth Fighting For event sponsored by Mountain Christian Church on Sept 16th.
· Continue to roll out a PR campaign for Marriage Works led by Marie Dekowski.
· Collaborate and decide on plans for our marriage conference set for Feb. 11th, 2012 at St. Margaret Catholic Church.
· Public relations and awareness of Marriage Works resources through Facebook media PSA”s, exhibits and appointments with key leaders in Harford County.
· Continue to pursue funding with foundations, churches, agencies and ask for donations from corporate and other organizations. 
Partnering Projects

· Faith Based Resource Fair Breakfast and EXPO on Sept 13. Jim Reilly and Norma will share about the work of Marriage Works. 

· Promoting Love Worth Fighting For w/ Mountain Christian Church.

· Watch promo and buy tickets on web through link on www.highertogether.org 

· Promoting comedy evening w/ Barnes & Miner “That’s A Marriage” at Harford Community Church on Oct. 8th
· Couples need to have fun together!

· We will provide door prizes and have an expo table
Love Thinks Training in HCPS and Community
· Janice and Norma put in a proposal to teach Love Thinks for CCHMI, waiting to hear back.

· Paulina is starting her first Love Thinks group on Aug 22nd with 7 young people signed up.
Public Relations Campaign – Marie Dekowski
· Save the date post cards for the Feb 2012 conference went out first week in Aug.

· Conference ad will run on restaurant menus in Sept. and October.

· We decided not to exhibit at the Baltimore Small Business Conference in Sept.

· Plan to start monthly e-mail with pertinent info for pastors in Sept.

· Possible free advertising or posting of statistics through Coffee Break flyer

Marriage Conference

· Our TEAM brainstormed on some of these ideas for the conference. Need to come up with a name and decide exactly what we will offer.
· Break-out Topics 
· The Smart Step Family

· Love Thinks

· Media Proofing Your relationship

· Financial Session
· Possibly material / speakers for conference:  

· “Staying in Love” DVD series by Andy Stanley

· Barnes & Miner – comedy couple or Gungor by DVD
· Personality Profiles –  by Angela Coon (Norma’s sister)
· Erik Sundquist

· Jerry & Sylvia Taylor

· Larry Hinton suggested having Counselors and prayer partners for the day of the event
Public Relations, Media and Website 
· To keep web-site updated please e-mail resources/information to Tara Lantieri at MWOHC@comcast.net 
Recap of Action Items
· Norma to prepare for Faith Based Resource Breakfast and Expo for September 13th
· Norma to follow-up with Mr. Reilly re Resource Fair Breakfast and political meeting.
· Janice to schedule Love Thinks meeting for parents for September
· Janice to follow-up re Love Thinks with Boys & Girls Club.
· Janice to work on objective test to measure students attitudes/practices before and after the 
· Love Thinks training.
· TEAM to promote Love Worth Fighting For Event through Marriage Works

· TEAM to promote Barnes & Miner Comedy Event at Harford Community for Oct. 8th
· TEAM to weigh submitted ideas for our February conference.
· Marie Dekowski to email pastors pertinent info starting in Sept. and PR for coalition.
· Howard to connect with church groups that could have a couples’ ministry.
· Paulina to teach young people Love Thinks out of her home on Aug. 22nd
· Tara to make sure website is kept updated, adding our latest events.
· Larry to check on support people for counsel/prayer for conference.
· Norma to continue administration and leadership of the coalition.
· Spread the word that our website has resources.

· Next Coalition Meeting – Tues, Sept 6th @ 6:30 p.m. at Harford Community Church.  Praise God, we’ve outgrown the HCC Office. Our NEW MEETING LOCATION  is The Martin Center                                                                                                       Directions: enter main HCC campus entrance, go past the gym on left, next building on right is the Martin Center, park in rear, come up steps to front entrance.
Handouts
1. Current Priorities for Marriage Works
2. Relationship Skills List
3. Barnes & Miner – That’s Marriage flyer

4. Article: “A Little Gratitude Goes a Long Way in Boosting Relationships” by Teresa Neumann from University of North Carolina.
Respectfully submitted:
Tara Lantieri
Corresponding Secretary
HOW YOU CAN HELP US
· Encourage others to get involved in some way.

· Ask your church, organization or individuals for a contribution. Checks should be

made out to Marriage Works and mailed to P.O. Box 202, Perryman, MD 21130

· Join a committee to help with one of our projects.

· Sponsor a Marriage Works billboard for ONLY $300.
     
MARRIAGE WORKS 

OF HARFORD COUNTY

RELATIONSHIP SKILLS TRAINING
· LOVE THINKS (formerly How To Avoid Marrying a Jerk/Jerkette)  relationship skills training available to churches and organizations through Marriage Works. Can be taught in a one day workshop or 3 to 4 evening sessions. Several members are certified to teach this training. Contact Neil 

Tilton at 410-671-9056 or email norma@marriageworksofharfordcounty.org.

· LOVE WORTH FIGHTING FOR MARRIAGE EVENT BY KIRK CAMERON.  Friday, September 16th, 7:00 p.m. at Mountain Christian Church, Mountain Christian Rd., Joppa, MD. Cost is $22.50. To register www.feedyourfaith.org or call 1-800-965-9324.

· FIREPROOF HOME GATHERINGS offered by Our Father’s Heart and facilitated by Opie Clunie, Lieutenant with Balt. County Fire Dept. Begins Oct. 3rd  for 6 consecutive Mondays through Nov. 7th. Sessions will start at 7:00 p.m. at 1105 Pericles St., Bel Air, MD 21015. To register call Opie or Maxine Clunie at 410-776-3270 or call Neil Tilton at 410-671-9056 or for more information email servlead@comcast.net.
· JERRY MINER AND AMY BARNES COMEDY EVENING FOR COUPLES. Sat., Oct. 8th, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. with dessert at Harford Community Church, 2408 Creswell Rd., Bel Air, MD 21015.  Cost is $25 per couple. Join us for an evening of FUN! To register www.harfordcommunity.org
· MARRIAGE AND PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING available through several counselors listed on the Marriage Works website.
· PRE-MARTIAL COUNSELING available through Word of Faith Ministry, Aberdeen, MD. For information or an appointment, contact Pastor Carol Taylor at 410-272-5173
                        www.marriageworksofharfordcounty.org
