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                  Marriage Works of Harford County 

Coalition Meeting

November 2, 2007
Attendees
Neil Tilton



Our Father’s Heart, Inc.

Norma Tilton



Our Father’s Heart, Inc.

Carolyn McQuiston


Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Robin Rossbach


Office of Drug Control Policy of Harford County

Bob Lidke



Harford Cable Network

Janice Greenwood


Harford Co. Public Schools

Carol Taylor



Word of Faith Fellowship

Tom Lanteri



FACE-IT & Harford Community Church

Introduction and Comments by Norma Tilton

· Review of our mission 
· Blessing of God’s favor over the coalition is evident in the government’s interest to open their doors to our assistance/support.
Opening Prayer by Carol Taylor

· Carol announced that they are working on FACE-IT youth conference (“YES”) to be held December 1st at Edgewood High School. 
Meeting Opener

· Norma showed a tape of ABC’s coverage of a successful Marriage Community Policy in Oregon.
· Discussion of what it will look like when there are some real changes made by the initiative in Harford County.
Good Reports

· Received some calls due to billboards 
· Comcast interview is now being aired on Channel 52
· Seventeen people signed up for “Her Needs/His Needs class at HCC with very positive responses.
(Need to pitch classes more; maybe approach county employees HR person)

Our current priorities:
(Highlights)

· Sweetheart Dinner: 2-8-08.  Carol Taylor is the team lead on this project. There is a $6500 budget from Cecil Co.  Our coalition will invite partners, coalition people, support people and then open the door to others.  (Idea is to thank our workers and supporters.)  Need a save-the-date notice.  First planning meeting is Thur., the Nov. 8th at 12:00 p.m.

· Marriage Week USA: 2-7 to 14-08  (See discussion below)

· New PSA’s for now and Marriage Week USA in February

· Promote relationships skills trainings

· Marriage Conference: 4-5-08

Public Relations, Media and Website

· Currently have at least 3 billboards up with one more to be posted Nov. 12th.  ServiceMaster is again sponsoring a billboard. We need to start thinking about another design. Suggestion made to use our logo in it.  Billboards are now $300 to sponsor unless the entity is a partner of the coalition
· Thanks to Bob Lidke, Allan Gorman and Greg Shirk for new PSA’s.  PSA’s have not yet come out on Comcast.  Bob has created continuous loop DVD’s for conference use.

· A draft of a brochure created by Carol Taylor for couples applying for licenses at the Court House was critiqued.  Any further comments should be to Carol at cvtaylor24@cs.com by Nov. 5, end of the day.  A list of resources will also be distributed to the County Court House and needs to be kept up to date quarterly.

· Allan will speak before the County Council in Nov.  We are still waiting for a date

· Resource materials for “Celebrating Families” put together by Tara Lantieri and Norma
· Norma to speak at the FACE-IT Partners’ training on Dec. 7th...

· Tara will see that new training offerings are kept updated on the website. Much thanks to Chris Bennett, our webmaster.
Proposed Covenant Marriage Legislation

· A draft of the Community Marriage Policy from Allan was read and discussed at length.
· The group decided to remove all of the material requiring covenant marriage because it may box in pastors and reduce willingness to support the policy.
· Rather than having the coalition approve curriculum, the group preferred indicating that the counseling should be done by qualified counselors or that a list of items that should be covered in the counseling be included in the policy.
· The group decided to eliminate No. 4.
· In No. 6 use “stable” versus “old”.
· It was also suggested that the first paragraph be ended on a positive statement.
Church Partnering

· We are making slow progress but grateful for the churches partnering with us. Many churches say they will get back to us with a decision. We have been received positively by pastors who want to support this work.
Marriage Week USA

· Because of the time demands of the  Sweetheart Dinner on Feb. 8th, we are limited on what we can do for Marriage Week USA, Feb. 7th – 14th
· We will have billboards up and run PSA’s
· We will ask at least 10 churches to run PSA’s and mention Marriage Week USA
· Norma will contact the Aegis for permission for an editorial or article.
Funding Update

· We did not get to step 2 in the Case Foundation Grant.  The competition was huge.

· We will pursue the Dresher Foundation grant again.  Carolyn will make the initial call.

· Janice Greenwood suggested we do other fund raising but we need more coalition volunteers to do this. 
Relationship Skills Trainings

· Waiting for decision from Kiwanis about funding Jerk/Jerkette training
· Teachers were excited about the training.  Janice now researching cost of materials and will talk with Dr. Van Epp.
· Suggestions for advertising with Harford County Schools H.R., APG Human resources (for civilians)
· Can we add material to BRAC packets?
Recap of Action Items

All:


· Get our churches to run PSA’s for Marriage Week

· Get out word on Jerk/Jerkette training to start next week

Norma Tilton

· Nov. 8th Sweetheart Dinner team meeting

· Make more appointments with pastors

· Preview PSA and let Allan see and get back to Bob Lidke

· Request Bob Lidke to make 15 copies of PSA for MWeek 

· Finish Microsoft Ad Campaign with Google

· Work at selling more billboards

· Follow-up that brochure for Court House is completed by 11/15

· Ask Chris Bennett to put new billboard on website

· Contact Aegis for permission to write article for MWeek

· Get back to Allan with revisions team made to Community Marriage Policy

· Email Pat Donovan on MWorks PSA’s airing on Comcast

· Make sure website updates/changes are made  

· Plan to speak for the Dec. 7th FACE-IT Partners Training

· On-going leadership and administration of coalition team

Allan Gorman

· Follow-up with  PSA on-going project

· Speak before the County Council in Nov.

· Make recommended changes to Community Marriage Policy

· Preview new PSA for approval

· Call on churches with Erik Sundquist 

· Record Officials’ Luncheon speech for HMI of Cecil County

Carol Taylor

· Serve as Team Leader for the Sweetheart Dinner

· Nov. 8th team meeting for Sweetheart Dinner at Bayou

· Finalize brochure and materials for the Court House asap
Carolyn McQuiston

· On-going research for Foundation and Grant funding 

· Minutes for the coalition meetings

· Contact the Dresher Foundation re funding
· Call APG Civilian Human Resources
Robin Rossbach

· Assist Carol with preparation of resources for the Court House
· Save the date notice for the Sweetheart Dinner 
· On-going consult and some clerical support

· Provide refreshments for coalition meetings

Erik Sundquist

· Call on churches with  Allan and Norma

· Continue to provide MWork packets for churches

· Keep coalition updated of upcoming seminars

Janice Greenwood

· Follow-up for funding with Kiwanis Club

· Contact Dr. Van Epp re ordering more training materials

· Prepare to implement No Jerks training in Harford Co. high schools

Neil Tilton

· Keep financial records and pay invoices

· Miscellaneous support as needed

Tara Lantieri

· Run off copies of Skills Trainings for Court House

· Help coordinate Marriage Week USA project

· Lunch meeting for Sweetheart Dinner Nov. 8th

· Make sure Chris Bennett receives updates for the website

· Find out when next session of Divorce Care starts

· Send reminder emails about training through MWorks
Next Coalition Meeting-Thurs., Dec. 6 at 3:30 p.m. (NOTE TIME CHANGE TO 3:30 P.M.)
Handouts

· Relationship Skills Training Resource List

· Current Priorities for Marriage Works

· Draft for law creating Covenant Marriage for Harford County

· Draft of “Application for Covenant Marriage License”

· Draft of “Harford County Community Marriage Policy”

· Draft of handout to include with marriage license application

· “The Five Year Itch: Research You Can Use”

Respectfully submitted,
Carolyn McQuiston

Corresponding Secretary
MARRIAGE WORKS 

OF HARFORD COUNTY

RELATIONSHIP SKILLS TRAINING
· HOW TO AVOID MARRYING A JERK/JERKETTE at Harford Community College, four consecutive Tuesday starting Nov. 6th – Nov. 27th, 2007, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Taught by Norma Tilton, Marriage Educator and President, Marriage Works of Harford County. To register email phogan@harford.edu or call 410-836-4176.

· REVITALIZE THE PASSION at Harford Community College, Wednesday, Feb. 27th, 2008, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Taught by Carol Taylor, Vice President, Marriage Works of Harford County. To register  email phogan@harford.edu to call 410-836-4176.

· FAIR FIGHTING IN RELATIONSHIPS at Harford Community College Tues., March 11, 2008, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Taught by Norma Tilton, Marriage Educator and President, Marriage Works of Harford County. To register email phogan@harford.edu or call 410-836-4176.

· HIS NEEDS/HER NEEDS, INCREASING EMOTIONAL & SPIRITUAL INTIMACY IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP at Harford Community College March 25, 2008, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Taught by Norma Tilton, Marriage Educator and President, Marriage Works of Harford County. To register email phogan@harford.edu or call 410-836-4176.

· THE EMPTY NEST AND MARRIAGE at Harford Community College, April 9, 2008, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Taught by Bill and Carolyn McQuiston with Marriage Works of Harford County and Worldwide Marriage Encounter. To register email phogan@harford.edu or call 410-836-4176.

· THE FIVE LOVE LANGUAGES at Harford Community College April 15th – April 22nd, 2008, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Taught by Bill and Carolyn McQuiston with Marriage Works of Harford County and Worldwide Marriage Encounter. To register email phogan@harford.edu to call 410-836-4176.
· HOW TO AVOID MARRYING A JERK/JERKETTE at Harford Community College, four consecutive Wednesdays May 7th – May 28th, 

2008, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Taught by Norma Tilton, Marriage Educator 

and President, Marriage Works of Harford County. To register  email phogan@harford.edu or call 410-836-4176.

· PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING available through Word of Faith Ministry, Aberdeen, MD. For an appointment or information, contact Pastor Carol Taylor, 410-272-5173.

www.marriageworksofharfordcounty.org
