
[image: image1.emf]

 

























Marriage Works of Harford County 

                      Coalition Meeting

                                  January 8, 2009
Attendees

Neil Tilton



Our Father’s Heart, Inc.

Norma Tilton



Our Father’s Heart, Inc.

Carolyn McQuiston


Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Allan Gorman



Harford Community Church

Michelle Washington


Rooted Bible Fellowship

Patrick McCracken
  Face-It Drug Coalition

Janice Greenwood
  Harford County Public Schools
Welcome and Introductions:

Norma  welcomed the group and reviewed our mission and made some re-introductions of members.  

Opening Prayer-was offered by Neil Tilton.
Meeting Opener presented by Allan Gorman

Allan has been reading “Hidden Power of an Electronic Culture” and reviewed some of the ramifications of the medium used in communications, e.g. the automobile replaced the horse and buggy—one reverse consequence is traffic jams.  We need to consider all consequences of our public relations efforts.
Current Priorities for Marriage Works – Dec. 1 to Jan. 31, 2009
Priorities:
· Collaborate on plans to promote Marriage Week USA in Harford Co.

· Advertise and support the BAUMC (Bel United Methodist Church) Marriage Conference on February 28th.  Also advertise the FIREPROOF event on Feb. 14th at Mountain Christian.

· Concentrate on Social Marketing effort to obtain people’s perspectives on marriage and the work we’re doing through a few focus groups and consider these findings.

· Public Relations and Awareness of Marriage Works through billboards, media, PSA’s, exhibits and appointments with key leaders in Harford County.  Continue to ask for billboard sponsors.

· Set the date for our Marriage Conference in the fall.

· Continue to pursue funding with foundations, churches, agencies and ask for donations from corporate and other organizations.

· Creative use of our website to post resources and articles.  Much thanks to Chris Bennett for serving as webmaster.

Public Relations, Media and Website

· There is one billboard  still up sponsored by ServiceMaster.
· New material was supplied to court house for marriage license packets.
· Keep the website updated.  E-mail resources to Tara and Chris Bennett at Christoper.w.bennett@chase.com.  
· Decision was made to add donors’ names to website
· Patrick suggested we consider putting the Google Calendar on our website (will draw people to our website and advertise a greater variety of events)
Planning for Marriage Week USA

· Support for Bel Air United Methodist Church (BAUMC) Focus on the Family simulcast marriage conference on Feb. 28th at BAUMC from 9:30 to 4:30 (doors open 8:30).  The simulcast is “Seeing Your Marriage through the Eyes of God”.  Register by Jan. 16th it is $35 and after that it is $40 per person.  Lunch included.  Call 410-838-5181 or BAUMC.com.

· We plan to advertise for them.  Allan Gorman will ask WRBS to do a spot about the conference around a contest to give a free registration to a couple.  There was discussion of using Comcast spots if WRBS is uninterested, but this was overridden by a decision to use Comcast for Marriage Week USA spots. There isn’t enough time to put together an ad for BAUMC.
· Our coalition members are encouraged to attend the conference.

· Norma is working on obtaining flyers for this conference.
· Advertise and provide Marriage Works materials for FIREPROOF Movie event on February 14th at Mountain Christian Church.
· Mountain Christian paid the $300 license fee to show the movie.
· No cost to participants but donations are welcome.
· We should put it on website or do link to Mountain Christian’s website.
· Advertise Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend Feb. 20-22 at the Vandiver Inn in Havre de grace.  Call Carolyn McQuiston at 410-287-8848.
· Norma will call to get an interview with WJSS Radio and she will advertise these events.

· Put Marriage Works PSA’s on Comcast and Harford County Cable.  We decided to put PSA’s in the Southern part of the county (best value) for the first two weeks of February.  Suggestions were to do them on the Weather Channel, History, CNN Headlines and 12 on Fox News.  Some modifications will be made to our last year’s PSA’s.

Review Social Marketing Presentation and Discuss Marketing

· Social Marketing is the application of commercial marketing techniques to social problems.

· Identify what behavior you want to change—Perception of marriage.

· Identify your audience-Middle School and above—all of Harford County.

· Reduce the barriers to change—Create a more positive message about marriage.

· Pretest you ideas on a smaller number of people, and then modify your plan according to the results.

· Planning  focus groups from March through mid April:

· Look at people’s perception of marriage.

· Look at what we have done in the coalition.

· Give us feedback on billboards, brochures, annual conference, etc.
· We plan to do three focus groups; 

· one at Harford Community Church which Allan will set up

· one at a library book club which Janice will look into

· one in a HCC Human Relations class which Norma will look into

Relationship Skills Training
· EXCITING NEWS -- Janice reported the wonderful news that the Public Schools have decided to present the Jerks (Relationship) Training in the middle schools spread over 6th, 7th and 8th grade.  This will reach 7000 students (all children will have to take it in other required curriculum) rather than 350 or so who would take it as an elective in high school.  Fifteen  teachers will be trained on January 27th.  Great going, Janice!
· Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend – Feb. 20-22 at Vandiver Inn.  Contact Carolyn McQuiston.
· “Seeing Your Marriage Through the Eyes of God”, a simulcast on Feb. 28th sponsored by Bel Air Methodist Church.
· “His Needs/Her Needs, Increasing Emotional Intimacy in Your Relationship” lead by Norma Tilton at HCC on March 10, 2009.
· “Fair Fighting in Relationships” at HCC on May 12th lead by Norma.
Recap of Action Items
· Norma will work with Bob Lidke on redoing PSA for Marriage Week USA.
· Norma will call WJSS about doing an interview with them for Marriage Week USA.
· Norma will contact HCC re holding a focus group
· Janice working hard to prepare to train teachers in  the relationship program for the Harford County schools. (Please keep this in prayer)
· Janice will call the library about a focus group in the Library Book Club
· Allan will contact WRBS about PSA for the BAUMC Conference on Feb. 28th
· Allan will set up a focus group in his church
· Allan will create questions for the focus groups.
· Some of us will lead focus groups with Robin Rossbach’s consult and support.
· Carolyn will continue to look for grant possibilities.
· Tara to send out email notices for upcoming skills trainings
· Tara to see that handouts are prepared for the Focus Groups
· Chris Bennett will add conferences/events for February to our website
· Norma to place PSA ads with Comcast
Next Coalition Meeting-Thurs., February 5th at 3:30 p.m.

Handouts

· Relationship Skills Training List
· Current Priorities for Marriage Works
· Social Marketing Worksheet

· Article by William McGurn

· Marriage Week U.S.A. Planning Sheet

· Prices for Comcast Advertising

· “Actuality”, a newsletter from TEAM Fort Collins (Social Norm Campaigns)

Respectfully submitted:

Carolyn McQuiston

Corresponding Secretary
What YOU can do between coalition meetings:

1. Spread the word that our website is up and has resources.

2. Send resources to Tara Lantieri & Norma that you want on the website.

3. Encourage others to get involved in some way.

4. Ask your church, organization or individuals for a contribution.

5. Join a committee to help with one of our projects.

6. Sponsor a Marriage Works billboard for ONLY $300.
MARRIAGE WORKS 

OF HARFORD COUNTY

RELATIONSHIP SKILLS TRAINING
· FIREPROOF, THE MOVIE  Sat., February 14th at Mountain Christian Church, 1824 Mountain Rd., Joppa, MD.  Dessert at 6:00 p.m. and movie at 7:00 p.m. Free advanced tickets. Call 410-877-1824 or www.mountainchristian.org.

· WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND (Presbyterian) at the Vandiver Inn in Havre de Grace February 20-22nd. $45.00 to register with balance of $375 to be paid by weekend. (Includes five meals, two nights at the B and B and the program). Contact Bill & Carolyn McQuiston at 410-287-8848 or wjmcquiston@hotmail.com 

· “SEEING YOUR MARRIAGE THROUGH THE EYES OF GOD,” a simulcast sponsored by “Focus on the Family” featuring: Beth Moore, Dr. Gary Smalley, John Trent, Gary Thomas, Dr. Del Tackett, and musical guest, Jeremy Camp. At Bel Air United Methodist Church Saturday, February 28th, 9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Cost ranges from $30 to $40 depending on time of purchase. Lunch is included. Call the church office at 410-838-5181 or the website, baumc.com or email cdk07@comcast.net.

· HIS NEEDS/HER NEEDS, INCREASING EMOTIONAL INTIMACY IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP at Harford Community College Tuesday, March 10, 2009, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Taught by Norma Tilton, Marriage Educator and President, Marriage Works of Harford County. To register contact Pat Hogan at email phogan@harford.edu or all 410-836-4176.

· FAIR FIGHTING IN RELATIONSHIPS at Harford Community College, Tuesday, May 12th, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  . Taught by Norma Tilton, Marriage Educator and President, Marriage Works of Harford County. To register contact Pat Hogan at email phogan@harford.edu or all 410-836-4176.

· PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING available through Word of Faith Ministry, Aberdeen, MD. For an appointment or information, contact Pastor Carol Taylor, 410-272-5173.      

· PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING also available through several counselors listed on the Marriage Works website.
                        www.marriageworksofharfordcounty.org
