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                  Marriage Works of Harford County 

Coalition Meeting

June 7, 2007

Attendees

Neil Tilton



Our Father’s Heart, Inc.

Norma Tilton



Our Father’s Heart, Inc.

Amy Forino



Cecil County Healthy Marriage Initiative

Sylvia Bryant



Harford County Government

Robin
Rossbach


Office of Drug Control Policy of Harford Co.

Carolyn McQuiston


Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Allan Gorman



Harford Community Church

Sandy Lewis



Cecil County Healthy Marriage Imitative

Erik Sundquist



Safe Harbor Counseling

Opie F. Clunie



Grace Assembly of God

Introduction and Review of Mission by Norma Tilton

Opening Prayer by Norma

Announcement about the death of Carol Taylor’s sister

Our current priorities:

· Public Relations and Awareness of Marriage Works through billboards and media and through creative ideas/programs.
· Joint Officials Luncheon between Harford and the Cecil County Healthy Marriage Initiative on June 12th
· Church Partnering Team developing plan to call on churches offering supports for pastors, i.e. premarital counseling, skills trainings while requesting churches to partner with us.
· Proposal in process to teach How to Avoid Marrying a Jerk/Jerkette in Harford County High Schools.
· Coalition members invite/encourage more people to the table.
· Pursue Funding through grants, corporations and churches, etc.
· Proposal submitted to Harford Community College to offer relationship skills trainings through Marriage Works starting Fall, 2007.
· Creative use of our website to post resources and articles.  Much thanks to Chris Bennett for serving as webmaster.
Public Relations, Media and Website

· The billboard designed by Harford Tech and sponsored by Marriage Works will go up soon along Rt. 40 between Edgewood and Havre de Grace.  More sponsors are needed so we can put up more billboards.

· We got some free and unexpected press in the Aegis  May 4th Bridal Section.

· Allan reported on a meeting with Bob Lidke re. PSA’s.  They hope to develop a cadre of clips of couples from all walks of life saying something encouraging about marriage. PSA’s for Marriage Works are currently running on Harford Cable. 
· Our EXPO will be at the Harford Co. Symposium on June 26th at C. Milton Wright.

· We have purchased 200 brochures to give out entitled “Why Marriage Matters”.  These are for select people and organizations in order to make the best use of them.

· We need someone to coordinate the acknowledgment of couples who have been married 25 years or more.  This will reinforce marriage and get our name out more.
Elected Officials Luncheon 

Will be at Chesapeake Bay Golf Club, 11:30 to 2:00, June 12, Open Buffet

About 50 are attending.  The attendance from Harford Co. is small.  Carolyn will encourage Jerry Reyerson to attend.  Allan will be speaking.  He gave a part of his speech for us and it was very moving.  Nancy Jacobs will be the political speaker representing Harford County with Norma’s assistance.

Church Partnering Team led by Erik Sundquist
· This project will hopefully increase participation in the coalition

· Increase the workshops in churches and participation in our events

· “Six ways to be blessed by a Marriage Coalition”

· Plan will offer “partnership with the coalition,” which will provide certain perks and would require a certain donation.
· Robin Rossbach suggested we use A Memorandum of Understanding with the churches, which has worked well with FACE-IT.
Possible Venues for Relationship Skills Trainings


High Schools

Janice Greenwood is making good progress at getting the Jerk/Jerkette training into high school.  Very exciting.  Nancy Jacobs suggested Carolyn lobby for this project with Dr. Haas, but Carolyn will check with Janice first to be sure this is needed or even a good idea.

· High school specific version of Jerk training coming out soon.

· Cecil Co. schools has had good results with “Love You, Too” curriculum.  They have a waiting list.

Harford Community College

· Our class suggestions were submitted and were approved by Pat Hogan
· HCC offered to do a specific booklet with our classes for advertisement

· Instructors should email exact dates and times for their classes to Norma.
Mentoring Training (for couples willing to mentor other couples) via satellite on Oct. 6th  
· Les & Leslie Parrott teaching  
· Saturday, Oct. 6th,  8:30 to 2:00

· Could be done at Harford Community Church

· Could discuss with churches when they are approached about partnerships

· Need sign-up of 20-30 couples

· Deadline would be one month out

· Norma asked Opie Clunie to serve as team lead on for this project

Treasurer’s Report

Expenditures:
Website

$95.40 (per year)



Pamphlets

$214 (for 200)



Office Supplies
$149.42



Clear Channel

$200



Flowers

$  53.50
Balance $1338.28

New Skills Training (See attachment)

Recap of Action Items

Allan

Speak at luncheon on 6/12
Check with his church about Mentoring Training for  Oct. 6th
Prepare his piece for the Church Partnering Team

Visiting pastors with Erik Sundquist
PSA Team Meeting 6/18

Erik

Team Lead for Partnering w/Churches 


Visit pastors with Allan and Norma

Carolyn
Encourage Jerry to attend luncheon



Contact Janice about talking to Dr. Haas



Get dates and times to Norma for HCC classes



Read over recent grant opportunity that Sandy Lewis is sending

Norma

Preparation for Officials’ Luncheon


Follow-up for Officials’ Luncheon



PSA Team Meeting 6/18



Meeting Minutes out to Coalition



Skills training list for Church Partnering Team



Make appointments for church visits with Erik



Marriage Works EXPO at Harford County Symposium June 26th



Many numerous contacts and follow-up



Administrate and lead the coalition

Opie

Team Lead for Mentoring Training Project

Robin

Deal with opening door and alarm issue



Occasional clerical support

NEXT MEETING IS ON  THE SECOND THURSDAY DUE TO HOLIDAY WEEK:

JULY 12, 2007 AT 3:00 P.M. , 205 Hays St., Bel Air.
Handouts:

· Relationship Skills Training Resource List

· Current Priorities for Marriage Works

· Article, “Preparing for Wedding Day Should Come Second to Preparing for Years of Marriage” by Ann Jefferson, The Aegis, May 4, 2007
· “Why  Marriage Matters,” Second Edition, A Report from Family Scholars through Institute for American Values

Respectfully submitted:

Carolyn McQuiston

MARRIAGE WORKS 

OF HARFORD COUNTY

RELATIONSHIP SKILLS TRAINING
· HOW TO AVOID DATING AND MARRYING A JERK/JERKETTE  Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., 205 Hays St., Bel Air, MD 21014. Taught by Norma Tilton, President and Counselor, Marriage Works of Harford County.  To register call Neil Tilton at 410-671-9056 or email norma@marriageworksofharfordcounty.org. Cost for 5 weeks is $99.00, which includes workbook. Date to be announced once sign-up is complete. 

· CERTIFICATION TRAINING FOR PREPARE/ENRICH INVENTORY by Erik Sundquist, CEO of Safe Harbor Christian Counseling, 2227 Old Emmorton Rd., Suite 119, Bel Air, MD 21015.  For date and to register, log onto www.safeharbor1.com.

· THE CHALLENGE OF COMMUNICATION, FAIR FIGHTING IN RELATIONSHIPS, PERSONALITY DIFFERENCES IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP AND INCREASING EMOTIONAL AND SPIRITUAL INTIMACY seminars offered by Norma Tilton, Pastor and Marriage Educator with Our Father’s Heart, Inc. Contact her at 410-671-9056 or email: servlead@comcast.net for these impacting trainings.

· PREMARITAL WORKSHOP October 27, 2007 sponsored by Safe Harbor Christian Counseling at Trinity Lutheran in Joppa, MD. For more info or to register, check the website, www.safeharbor1.com.

· PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING available through Word of Faith Ministry, Aberdeen, MD. For an appointment or information, contact Pastor Carol Taylor, 410-272-5173.
www.marriageworksofharfordcounty.org
