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Marriage Works of Harford County 

                      Coalition Meeting

                                    July 31, 2008

Attendees
Neil Tilton



Our Father’s Heart, Inc.

Norma Tilton



Our Father’s Heart, Inc.

Janice Greenwood


Harford County Public Schools
Tara Lantieri



Harford Community Church

Bob Lidke



Harford Cable Network

Michelle Washington


Maryland Coalition of Families

Attendance was down due to vacations and some being out of town. 

Welcome and Opening Comments by Norma Tilton

Norma reviewed our mission and purpose

Opening Prayer by Bob Lidke
Meeting Opener
Trailer from new movie – FIREPROOF – re healing and restoration of marriage.

Talked about how MWorks can champion this great movie that will be in theaters on 9/26/08. 

Current Priorities for Marriage Works
Priorities:

· Public Relations and Awareness of Marriage Work through billboards, media, PSA’s and appointments with key leaders.  Continue to ask for billboard sponsors.

· Coalition as a TEAM to plan for our Marriage Works Conference for Nov. 1st.
· Publicize Relationship Skills Trainings currently being offered and fall offerings through Harford Community College. Champion the FIREPROOF movie on marriage.
· Creation of new script and graphics for billboards to advertise our conference. 
· More networking with pastors and key stakeholders in Harford County.

· Continue to pursue funding with foundations, churches and other agencies.

· Creative use of our website to post resources, etc.  Thanks to Chris Bennett.
Public Relations, Media and Website

· Billboard is still up on Rt 40 sponsored by ServiceMaster.
· Norma did a Marriage Works EXPO at the Harford Co. Symposium on June 25th which proved to be very beneficial.  She had many inquires.

· Marriage Works EXPO at Farm Fair July 31st. Erik spoke on the work of Marriage Works and Safe Harbor Christian Counseling. Very good exposure for the work of the coalition.

· Opportunity to do an expo at Unity in the Community on Sept 13th but need a volunteer to help.

· The group discussed ideas for new bill boards which Bill Lidke will develop a few drafts for and get back to the coalition for our approval.
· Remember to keep the website updated.  Christopher.w.bennett@chase.com  and thanks to Tara and Chris.
Relationship Skills Training
· There are several different offerings for the fall by Marriage Works.

· HCPS teachers will receive Jerk/Jerkette course training on Nov. 10 or 11 and then can start very soon after.  This will be an elective offered as part of “Marriage and Family Living” class.  Parents have to give consent for students to take the entire course.  It is very popular.

· A teacher at CMW has expressed interest in someone speaking to students about marriage at an after school program. Norma has asked Janice Greenwood to be the speaker.
· Norma discussed possible training for Harford County Police officers with Jesse Bain and he seemed very receptive.  More discussion to take place at the Officers Meeting about this.

· A huge thanks to Sylvia Bryant & Wendy Roe for preparing the pre/post tests!

Marriage Works Conference in the Fall

· Harford Community College will list our conference in their catalogue and handle registration (cost will be $25 per person).  
· The conference will be held Saturday, Nov. 1st at Harford Community Church.  And will be targeted toward leaders, couples and singles.
· In the afternoon 2-3 workshops/seminars could be offered-to choose from.
· Allan has arranged to have a high quality tape of the “Love Talks” simulcast recorded at Grace Fellowship
· Possible real life testimony of a restored marriage.
· Invitations will be e-mailed in word format so they can be printed and distributed by churches and organizations.
Recap of Action Items
Norma
· Help with conference P.R. and administration.

· Ask Open Door about a door prize

· E-mail Tara last year’s invitation in Word format.

· Discuss who will lead conference breakout sessions at the officers meeting.

· Norma will plan and hold the Officers’ Meeting on Aug. 14th 10:00 a.m. at Harford Community Church

Tara

· Help with conference P.R. and admin support and work on invitations with Wendy

· E-mail save the date notice and invitations for conference.

· Send conference info to Chris for web-site.

· Prepare minutes from July 31st meeting

Wendy

· Can work on getting exhibitors for conference

· Will assist Tara on invitations

Michelle

· Handle registration and greeting for conference 

· Check cost of Love Talk books.

Janice

· Inquire with Dancing with Friends about being an exhibitor

· Distribute flyers

Lori

· Work on flyer / poster for conference

Bob

· Get conference on Harford Co Cable
· Will develop graphics for new billboards.

All

· Coalition members to help out by asking for billboard sponsors

· Need someone to volunteer for Expo at Unity in the Community on Sept 13th.

Next Coalition Meeting-Thurs., Sept 4, 2008 at 3:30 p.m.

Handouts

· Relationship Skills Training List

· Current Priorities for Marriage Works
· Evaluation form created by Sylvia Bryant

· “Married couples who play together stay together”  from Smart Marriages e-mail list

· Billboard Ideas

· Conference Planning Sheet

· Healing from Personal & Relational Trauma Seminar

· Personality Differences in Relationships workshop
Respectfully submitted:

Tara Lantieri for Carolyn McQuiston

Corresponding Secretary
MARRIAGE WORKS 

OF HARFORD COUNTY

RELATIONSHIP SKILLS TRAINING
· PERSONALITY DIFFERENCES IN RELATIONSHIPS at Harford Community College September 18th 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Taught by Norma Tilton, Marriage Educator and Counselor and President, Marriage Works of Harford County. To register, email phogan@harford.edu or call 410-836-4176.

· HEALING FROM PERSONAL AND RELATIONSHIP TRAUMA Sat, Sept. 27th, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., taught by Diane Langberg, Licensed Christian Psychologist. Sponsored by Safe Harbor Christian Counseling and held at Mountain Christian Church, 1824 Mountain Rd., Joppa, MD 21085. Cost is $40.00. For more information or to register log onto www.safeharbor1.com or call 410-893-4600.
· HIS NEEDS/HER NEEDS - Tues., Oct. 7th, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. at Harford Community College. Taught by Norma Tilton, Marriage Educator and Counselor. To register, email phogan@harford.edu or call 410-836-4176. Cost is $25.00 pp.

· REVITALIZE THE PASSION Wed., Oct. 15th, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. at Harford Community College. Taught by Pastor Carol Taylor of Word of Faith Church and Vice President of Marriage Works.  To register, email phogan@harford.edu or call 410-836-4176. Cost is $25.00 per person.

· HOW TO AVOID MARRYING A JERK/JERKETTE at Harford Community College, four consecutive Wednesdays November 5th, 12th, 19th, and Dec. 3rd
6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Specialized relationship skills training for singles on how to have healthy relationships. Taught by Norma Tilton, Marriage Educator and President, Marriage Works of Harford County.  Cost is $99.00 with free workbook. To register  email phogan@harford.edu or call 410-836-4176.

· PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING available through Word of Faith Ministry, Aberdeen, MD. For an appointment or information, contact Pastor Carol Taylor, 410-272-5173.      

· PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING also available through several counselors listed on the Marriage Works website.

                        www.marriageworksofharfordcounty.org
