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Marriage Works of Harford County 

                      Coalition Meeting

                                September 8, 2009
Next meeting Oct. 6th @ 6:30pm at Harford Community Church Office

Attendees

Neil Tilton



Our Father’s Heart 

Norma Tilton



Our Father’s Heart.
Allan Gorman



Harford Community Church
Janice Greenwood
  Harford County Public Schools
Larry Hinton
  New Hope Baptist Church

Howard Magness
  Higher Together and New Life Community Church

Carol Rook

JES PTA & Towne Baptist Church

Frank & Diane Henderson

Oak Grove Baptist Church

Nancy Tallagsen



Mike Coradi

Cathy Shelton
  Alpha First Ministries

Charlie Betz
Welcome and Introductions:

Norma welcomed the group and thanked the new people for joining us. Frank and Diane Henderson lead a marriage ministry at Oak Grove Baptist Church. Norma reminded us of our mission and goals with emphasis on this being a PIVOTAL time for the coalition.  We are a catalyst to prepare singles for marriage and to strengthen marriages!

Opening Prayer-was offered by Allan Gorman.
Meeting Opener presented by Allan Gorman 

· Opener was based on an exercise that required each individual to access their non-working interactions, including, but not limited to:  emails, face to face conversations, phone calls, text messages, Facebook, My Space & Twitter contacts.  Allan lead us in discussion regarding our personal totals & then calculated our group total (2,875) approximating our weeks contacts.  We learned that we must lead by example through our Christian witness:  faith, love, speech, purity & integrity.  Janice concluded that our actions are comparable to the ripple affect of a pebble thrown into a brook, it can be positive or negative, irregardless, our actions affect all!!  Each of us has an incredible ability to influence countless people each day!
Current Priorities for Marriage Works – Sept. 1 – Oct  6, 2009

· Discuss and review No Jerks Training of July 29th generating ideas for possible training venues and available instructors. 

· Set a definite date for the end of September to gain feedback from attendees of the No Jerks training.

· Send out any articles by the Aegis or Harford County Schools that get published on the No Jerks training.

· Follow up with Bob Glock re his interest in having a FIREPROOF Group at Open Door Café and suggest this as a viable option for churches.
· To weigh various perspectives from focus groups we have done on marriage and the work of the coalition.  Discuss and decide changes/action in response to this feedback.

· Public Relations and Awareness of Marriage Works through billboards, media, PSA’s, exhibits and appointments with key leaders in Harford County.  Continue to ask for billboard sponsors.

· Continue to pursue funding with foundations, churches, agencies and ask for donations from corporate and other organizations.

· Discuss partnering with CCHMI for Sweetheart Dinner

Harford County School Project

· Janice Greenwood shared that a No Jerks follow-up meeting is to be held at 6:30pm on Oct 1st or Oct 8th at Patterson Mill.  

· Janice is working diligently seeking grants and/or funding to get 30 workbooks in each school.  She has submitted a request to HCPS to get the No Jerks workbook approved as a classroom textbook and will be applying for a $2,000 grant from Klein’s/Shoprite.

· The No Jerks program will reach 3-5.000 Harford County students this school year!

· Norma Tilton stated she would like to schedule an adult No Jerks class in the fall or winter to be TEAM taught.  Allan, Norma, Janice, Carol and Larry are certified to teach the No Jerks training. She also plans to offer this at Harford Community College.
Public Relations, Media and Website

· Article and pictures of the No Jerks training have been submitted to the Aegis for publication.

· Marriage Works EXPO for H.C. Resource Fair is on Sept 15th
· Fatherhood Summit 2009, Oct. 2nd at 8am in Westminster, MD.

· Marriage Works EXPO on Oct 10th for Arrow Child & Families Ministries and HCC

· To keep the website updated, please email resources to Tara and Chris Bennett at Christopher.W.Bennett@chase.com.

· Need to advertise No Jerks for Singles, possibly through Parents without Partners.

Future Planning

The coalition discussed these possible initiatives:

· FIREPROOF Gathering at Open Door Restaurant in the winter

· FIREPROOF Movie Event w/breakout groups as a fundraising event. Mountain Christian Church held this and had 700 attendees
· Partnering with Cecil County HMI for the Sweetheart Dinner
Relationship Skills Training
· HOW TO AVOID FALLING FOR A JERK OR JERKETTE relationship skills training available to churches and organizations through Marriage Works.  Can be taught in a one day workshop or three to four evening sessions.  Several members are certified to teach this training.  Contact Neil or Norma Tilton at 410-671-9056 for more information.
· FATHERHOOD SUMMITT 2009, Friday, Oct. 2nd 8am-1:30pm at Grace Hall, 

21 Carroll St, Westminster, MD  21157 sponsored by the Marriage Resource Center of 


Carroll County.  Cost is $40; contact Bill McKenna or Amy Gilford at 410-386-9003 for 


more information.
· FIREPROOF HOME GATHERINGS offered by Pastors Neil and Norma Tilton, of Our Father’s Heart.  Will facilitate in churches or homes this small group interactive study is based on the movie, FIREPROOF.  Call 410-671-9056 for more information and cost email servlead@comcast.net. 
· PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING through Word of Faith Ministry, Aberdeen, MD.  For appointment or information, contact Pastor Carol Taylor at 410-272-5173.
· PRE-MARITAL AND MARRIAGE COUNSELING also available through several counselors listed on the Marriage Works website.
Recap of Action Items
· Next meeting to take place on Oct. 6th, location TBA.
· Allan to check with Highland Schools for a meeting place for coalition.
· Cathy Shelton gave $20 donation to Marriage Works.  
· Neil & Norma  to exhibit for Marriage Works at the Resource Fair Sept. 15th
· Janice to set date for next No Jerks meeting with all teachers and leaders trained.
· Norma to help Janice plan and administrate this.
· Janice to continue working on grant for Klein’s for funding for school project.
· Tara and Norma to provide more handouts for the Court House
· Norma to prepare for Hand in Hand EXPO at Arrow Ministries on Oct. 10th
· Larry Hinton to represent Marriage Works and handle EXPO on Oct. 10th
· Norma and Lori to make changes to the brochure based on feedback from Focus Groups.

· Frank and Diane Henderson will ask Oak Grove to financially support coalition.

· Administration of coalition and preparation for Oct. 6th meeting.
Handouts

· Current Priorities for Marriage Works
· Focus Group Suggestions to Consider

· Fatherhood Summit 2009 with Carroll County

· Relationship Skills Training List
· Article:  “Praying for Spouse Benefits Marriage” by Julie Baumgardner, The Washington Times, Aug. 16, 2009.

Respectfully submitted:

Carol Rook

Acting Corresponding Secretary

MARRIAGE WORKS 

OF HARFORD COUNTY

RELATIONSHIP SKILLS TRAINING
· HOW TO AVOID FALLING FOR A JERK OR JERKETTE relationship skills training available to churches and organizations through Marriage Works. Can be taught in a one day workshop or 3 or 4 evening sessions. Several members are certified to teach this training. Contact Neil or Norma Tilton at 410-671-9056 for more information.
· FATHERHOOD SUMMIT 2009, Friday, October 2nd, 8:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Grace Hall, 21 Carroll St., Westminister, MD 21157 sponsored by the Marriage Resource Center of Carroll County.  Cost is $40; contact Bill McKenna or Amy Gilford at 410-386-9003 for more information.

· FIREPROOF HOME GATHERINGS offered by Pastors Neil and Norma Tilton, of Our Father’s Heart. Will facilitate in churches or homes this small group interactive study based on the movie, FIREPROOF. Call 410-671-9056 for more information and cost or email servlead@comcast.net.
· PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING available through Word of Faith Ministry, Aberdeen, MD. For an appointment or information, contact Pastor Carol Taylor at 410-272-5173.
· MARRIAGE AND PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING also available through several counselors listed on the Marriage Works website.
                        www.marriageworksofharfordcounty.org
